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Joint contribution from nine delegations
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council

laying down harmonised conditions for the marketing of the construction products

Delegations will find attached a joint contribution for article 4 by the Austrian, Belgian, Cypriot, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Lithuanian and Portuguese delegations.
___________________________
Here is an attempt at compromise for article 4 jointly supported by the following delegations: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, France, Germany, Hungary, Italia, Lithuania and Portugal. 

Article 4

Placing on the market of construction products and declaration of performance

1.  
When placing on the market a construction product covered by a harmonised standard or for which a European Technical Assessment has been issued, manufacturers shall make a declaration of performance in accordance with the applicable harmonised technical specification covering at least the following:

-   the intended use or uses as defined in the applicable harmonised technical specification, 
and

-   the performances in relation to the essential characteristics pertinent for the declared use or uses.

2.   Member States shall presume the declaration of performance drawn up by the manufacturer to be accurate and reliable.



Comparison of the proposed article 4 to the Presidency proposal:

	
	Presidency Proposal
	Alternative Proposal
	Comments

	Segmentation of the internal market.
	-
	+
	The Presidency Proposal leads to the segmentation of the internal market.

	Financial burden for microentreprises in Member States with “provisions”.
	-
	-
	Both proposals lead equally to a mandatory DoP in Member States where there are “provisions” (i.e. most of the Member States).

	Financial burden for microentreprises in Member States without “provisions”.
	+
	-
	The Alternative Proposal leads to more obligation only in Member States where there is no “provisions” (i.e. very few Member States). However, there will still be special provisions to reduce the burden for microenterprises in Art. 26 to 28.

	Clarification of the current directive / Logical next step.
	-
	+
	23 Member States now consider that CE-marking is mandatory for placing a product on the market. The Presidency proposal would hence be a step back from harmonisation.

	Consideration of the position of the European Parliament.
	-
	+
	The European Parliament is in favour of a mandatory DoP. The Alternative Proposal should ease and shorten the second reading.


___________________________

